
 

 

   The Question:  
Shakespearean plays such as Hamlet are renowned for exploring the 
depth of human experience. Texts that are based upon Shakespeare’s 
work rarely maintain such gravity. 
 
Discuss the validity of this statement with reference to Hamlet, The Lion 
King, and secondary sources. 
 

 
 
PARAGRAPH 1 
 
When we compare the characters in Hamlet to those in The Lion King, 
there are stark similarities, but also great differences. For example, 
when we compare Hamlet and Simba, we see they are both heirs to a 
throne, they are both privileged and don’t know much about the world, 
and they are both quite foolish. The differences come to light after their 
respective fathers are murdered. In Hamlet, the young prince begins an 
existential crisis and considers the meaning of life and death while in 
The Lion King, Simba ventures into the jungle with two of his 
companions and sings songs about how everything is alright. 
 

 

PARAGRAPH 2 
 
The most severe absence of depth in ‘The Lion King’ is evident in the 
character of Nala. In ‘Hamlet’, Ophelia is a tragic character who falls 
prey to the machinations of those she depends on; she goes insane and 
becomes an individual with her own agenda that elicits sympathy from 
the audience. In poignant moments such as when she speaks of her 
father’s death by saying “I hope all will be well. We must be patient, but I 
cannot choose to weep. To think they should lay him in the cold ground,” 
the audience develop sympathy for such an unhappy fate to befall this 
undeserving character. Nala’s character retains none of this depth of 
emotion - she has no father to grieve for, no brother to avenge her, no 
lover who spurns her for a complicated purpose. Instead, Nala is 
reduced to the trope of a hero’s love interest. She has no individuality or 
agency and is grossly underdeveloped in comparison to the often-
debated depth of Ophelia. All of the human experience that Ophelia 
represents and explores entirely disappears in ‘The Lion King’. 



 

 

 
 
PARAGRAPH 3 
 
Both texts have the last king murdered by his brother. The motivation of 
the two brothers is one of wanting power. However in the case of 
Claudius we see that he has a large amount of guilt on the subject of the 
murder: “My stronger guilt defeats my strong intent.” In ‘The Lion King’ 
we do not see this guild of the murder at all. Scar in the final battle begs 
for mercy and forgiveness, however this is just to trick Simba. The depth 
and internal battle between ambition and guilt is not seen in ‘The Lion 
King’ as it is through Claudius’ character in ‘Hamlet’. However, it is also 
the method that each of the two characters use to commit murder that 
emphasises their differences. The sneaky attack from Claudius, “Upon 
my secure hour thy uncle stole. With juice of cursed hebona in a vial and 
in the porches of my ear did pour,” is very different to Scar. Claudius kills 
his brother in cold blood even though he did not originally want to, while 
Scar himself is not the one to kill in ‘The Lion King’. This leaves the two 
characters experiencing a different amount of guilt, which is a key 
human experience. 
 

 

 
PARAGRAPH 4 
 
The main characters of ‘Hamlet’ are more intricately drawn than those 
from ‘The Lion King’. Hamlet is given depth through Shakespeare 
leaving the question as to whether or not he is truly mad open to 
audience interpretation, along with allowing the audience to be privy to 
his thoughts and inner-conflict. Hamlet’s “to be, or not to be” soliloquy is 
an example of this as it reveals a philosophical and existential aspect to 
his character, along with what can be interpreted as his suicidal state. 
Simba, however, is a much simpler, more moral character who does not 
reflect as deep and true an exploration of the human experience. Unlike 
Hamlet, he shows quite simple mercy for his Uncle, refusing to kill him 
and returning to claim his kingdom for the good of others as it is his duty. 
As a result, due to ‘The Lion King’s more simplistic protagonist, the 
gravity and depth of human experience explored in ‘Hamlet’ is lost. 
 


