
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
In a traditional essay, you will write 5 paragraphs. The first of these is an 
introduction, the following three will contain the majority of your argument and 
the final will be a conclusion. 
 
Usually, your introduction should include 5 things: 
 

1. The text(s) and author(s) you are going to discuss 

2. A general, introductory sentence about the text(s) 

3. Opinion on the topic – a thesis statement 

4. Three arguments which will later become topic sentences for your body paragraphs: 

a) Argument one (Topic sentence paragraph one) 

b) Argument two (Topic sentence paragraph two) 

c) Argument three (Topic sentence paragraph three) 

5. A strong concluding statement 

 
This leads to a clear, considered introduction that explains both what the 
writer’s answer to the question is, and how they are going to support this 
answer. 
 
As an example, let’s consider a simple essay question: 
 
“The BBC named Homer Simpson as the greatest American of the 20th 
Century. Was this a reasonable choice?” 
 
Here is a potential introduction that follows the traditional structure: 
 
The BBC holds itself up as one of the world’s most esteemed public broadcasters. 

However, its choice of Homer Simpson as the greatest American of the 20
th

 Century 

showed disdain for the achievements of many far more worthy candidates. Although 

Homer has moments of heroism and decency, he is usually a man whose actions are 

not deserving of respect, particularly as he rarely learns from his mistakes.Meanwhile, 

a number of Americans performed great deeds in the 20
th

 Century, including 

politicians and civil rights activists whose impact on the country will be felt forever. 

American scientists also contributed to worldwide advances during the 20
th

 Century, 

particularly in the medical field, helping the average life expectancy double since 

1900. Through dismissing such feats, the BBC have acted irresponsibly in implying 

that the stereotypical and easily mocked actions of a lazy cartoon character should be 

held in the same esteem as those of truly great men and women of America. 

 
 



 

Now, for something a little more similar to what you’re likely to be faced with in 
an English class, let’s consider an essay question on John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and 
Men: 
 
“‘Of Mice and Men’ is primarily a novel about the invaluable role of dreams 

within a person’s life.” Do you agree? 

 

Steinbeck’s ‘Of Mice and Men’ focuses on the importance of the “American Dream” 

in the Great Depression of the early 20
th

 Century. All of the characters throughout the 

novel harbour dreams, which are invaluable as they are often the only things that help 

them to cope with their otherwise desperate circumstances. Many of the major 

characters including George, Lennie and Candy maintain hope through the dream of 

eventually living off the “fatta the land”, and owning their own place. Similarly, many 

other characters such as Curley’s wife and Crooks maintain the dream of finding 

companionship to help them through the toughest of times. Interestingly, the novel’s 

great tragedy is not the death of Lennie, who maintains blissful hope at the end, but 

rather it is in the end of George’s dream and his prospect of living in peace with his 

closest friend. Through all of these characters, ultimately Steinbeck conveys to his 

readership that dreaming of a better future is imperative for people who are not 

especially happy with their daily routine. Even in the most trying circumstances, most 

characters in “Of Mice and Men” survive through their hope for a more prosperous 

and less lonely future. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

--- --- --- --- 
 
Remember, this way of structuring an essay is usually how students are introduced 
to essay writing. As you become more confident with your writing style, you can 
become more creative within the style and with your own essay structure. 
 


