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 I have drawn inspiration from the “two most memorable lines of twentieth-century 

American poetry” (Nänny, 1984) – 

 

“In the room the women come and go 

talking of Michelangelo.” 

 

- specifically, the character of Michelangelo in “The Lovesong of J. Alfred Prufrock” by T.S. 

Eliot. Hugh Kenner explains that “the heroic sound, and especially the carefully dramatized 

sound of the painter’s name is what muffles these women”, suggesting that Michelangelo is 

idolised by these women. 

 

The visual text that inspired me is “Creation of Adam” by Michelangelo. The Italian 

Renaissance Organisation describes the painting as an “intimate portrait of God because he is 

shown in a state that is not untouchable and remote from Man, but one which is accessible to 

him”. They also wrote that Michelangelo believed “Man had been created in the image and 

likeness of God” – an opinion which I have flipped so as to suggest that God has been created 

in the image and likeness of Man. 

 

Together, the above texts inspired me to write of the idolisation of Gods – representing the 

exoneration of the people who created them. 

 

The poem epitomises the concept I am putting forth. I have used the free-verse form, which is 

known to “direct the reader’s attention” by “varying the ebb and flow of sense along the 

lines” (Hollander, 2014). My poem introduces the audience to one inspired text via the 

utilisation of the aforementioned lines. Throughout the poem I use a rhyme scheme of 

AABBBC because it flows and is flexible – thereby not replacing meaning for rhyme. This 

excludes the first, and final stanzas. These, alongside the closing lines of each other stanza, 

are purposefully short and separated so as to force the reader to be taken from the ethereal 

atmosphere created by the middle stanzas. The middle stanzas explore the ways in which 

Gods are idolised. They are of influence, and the people rely on their ‘teachings’ to act. But as 

the closing stanzas reveal, it will always be futile because Gods have no more power than 

their creators. 

 

The following piece is written from the perspective of the God. I have used a blatant style of 

writing. This characterises the God as egotistical but also as having a strong sense of power 

and knowledge. Combining these traits has made for a passive yet controlled atmosphere. The 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Creation_of_Adam
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line “There are morals behind the legends…” subtly references to the idea that Gods are 

created with the purpose of exonerating their creators. 

 

This idea is also explored in the final piece, written from the perspective of a person. These 

lines being: “We’ve become so good at turning a blind eye … We put the reason out of our 

minds just long enough to call it courage” among others which are subtler. The last sentence 

is modified from a line in “Earth” by Ryan O’Neal (Sleeping at Last, 2013). The “reason” 

refers to why Gods were initially created. In this piece I have romanticised the role of the 

God, and created a sense of wonder through childhood memories to show a connection to the 

roots of the person. Towards the end, the character challenges their faith and the actions of 

their people via the above lines. In the final segment, I quoted a slightly modified version of 

the line “Till human voices wake us and we drown” from “The Lovesong of J. Alfred 

Prufrock”. 

 

I closed the text with the person’s revelation: “We create. We idolise. We are.”. These lines 

bring the reader back to reality. They emphasise the general concept being put forth by my 

writing: people idolise Gods for their own exoneration. 
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