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Rationale: 

Of the twenty texts that were provided to inspire our writing for this creative task, I 

read thirteen, and only seriously considered half of them as the primary inspiration for my 

response. However, as I continued to struggle finding one that particularly would serve as 

inspiration for my response, I was also striving to find an image that took my eye and related 

to any of the above thirteen texts. The image I found is “The Long Walk”; a photo taken in 

the early 1970s of a British army bomb disposal specialist approaching a potential car bomb 

in Northern Ireland, during The Troubles. The most poignant thing about the image is a sign 

on the wall of a nearby building that reads: 

 “Prepare to meet thy God” - Amos 4:12 

 The image has strong themes of futility and loneliness; the man looks so small and 

alone walking down the street to his potential doom, and the quotation calls into question 

what would actually happen to him if he died. Would he actually meet his god (if he had 

one), or would he just become another number in the body count of the latest war? Did he 

even die, and did it actually matter what happened if we would never know the answer? I 

strongly associated existentialism and what matters in this world with the image, and when I 

revisited the provided texts I found the same theme present in the majority of them; which 

became the main inspiration for my response. Slaughterhouse-Five’s fatalistic “So it goes” 

upon a character’s death and Birdman:  

SAM: This is not important. 

RIGGAN: It's important to me! Alright? Maybe not to you, or your cynical 

playmates...But to me... To me... This is-- God. This is my career, this is my chance to do 

some work that actually means something. 

SAM: Means something to who? 

...especially withdrew the existential themes I used in my response. 

 My response therefore is about a man who lives and dies and no one cares. He’s up in 

the woods of Wisconsin, a place with not much of fame to claim, where he drifts drunkenly 

around and eventually gets himself killed. He fails to accomplish anything of value to society 

or even his own life, he has no backstory, and as the story closes the reader wonders why he 

even existed, and if he mattered. The setting and nature of the story was heavily inspired by 

http://rarehistoricalphotos.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/The-long-walk-A-British-army-bomb-disposal-specialist-approaches-a-suspect-vehicle-in-Northern-Ireland-early-70-small.jpg
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artist Bon Iver, whose first album For Emma, Forever Ago (2007) was written during winter 

in a Wisconsin cabin. 22, A Million (2016) especially had an influence on my writing style 

and choices; the album is characterised with sparse instrumentation and cryptic lyricism that 

invokes the same loneliness present in Birdman, Slaughterhouse-Five, and The Long Walk. I 

incorporated several lyrics from 22, A Million and Bon Iver’s other work into my response to 

reflect the impact the group had upon the setting and events. 

 My creative response is a critique on what it means to matter, and if existence has any 

value beyond what we place on it ourselves. This is an interpretation of the same issues 

presented in the texts Birdman and Slaughterhouse-Five. The man had no lasting impact or 

legacy on the world around him, so what was the point of his life; what purpose did he serve? 

He stood alone and met his god, much like the man of The Long Walk, and the work of Bon 

Iver. If he was forgotten, did he matter? 

 

Appendix:  

A) Definitions of unofficial words from Bon Iver songs: 

Unorphaned: Essentially the opposite of orphaned - to find belonging or emotional 

rescue (from 10 d E A T h b R E a s T ⚄ ⚄). 

Paramind: Beyond or past the mind (Greek suffix para- attached to the word mind. 

From 29 #Strafford APTS). 

B) Texts that were quoted (either fully or partially) within the above response: 

Bon Iver - Bon Iver (2011) / 22, A Million (2016). 

 Holocene (...And at once I knew, I was not magnificent; I could see for miles, miles, 

miles). 

 Beth/Rest (This is Axiom). 

 10 d E A T h b R E a s T ⚄ ⚄ (I’m unorphaned in our northern lights). 

 29 #Strafford APTS (Paramind). 

 666 ʇ (Bit - by - bit). 
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 8 (circle) (Say nothing of my fable). 

 00000 Million (Where the days have no numbers; If it’s harmed, it’s harmed me, it’ll 

harm, I let it in). 

 


